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been invited in his capacity as 
head of a State is, to say the 
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PREFACE 


The ensuing visit of the Pope to our country has 
raised a storm of controversy. The controversy has 
been heightened by the fact that the invitation to the 
Pope has been extended by the Government of India 
itself. To a query by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
President Shri S. N. Katju, the Government spokes- 
man replied that the Pope is being invited as the 
head of a state—the Vatican. The hollowness of 
this justification is so transparent that it needs no 
exposure even. Leaders of several prominent Hindu 
organisations have adversely reacted to this out-of- 
the-way gesture of the Government. 

Here one is naturally reminded of the attitude 
adopted by the Government on other similar occa- 
sions concerning the Hindus. King Mahendra of 
Nepal had to regretfully cancel, at the instance of 
the Indian Government, his announced visit to 
Bharat in 1965. The King was to participate in the 
Makar Sankraman function at Nagpur which was 
being organised by the RSS on behalf of the entire 
Hindu society. Again, the present King Birendra too 
was thwarted from worshipping at Rameshwarm — 
where he has the unique honour of worshipping 
right inside the sanctum sanctorum. Shall we hope 
that the present Government will hereafter turn a new 
leaf and free itself from the past legacy of Hindu- 
phobia and bestow on Hinduism at least the same 
courtesy as on the non-Hindu religions ? 

There may, however, be some people - ever 
strongly Hindu-minded - who sincerely believe that 
the Pope’s visit should be welcomed by the Hindus in 
conformity with their noble tradition of religious 
generosity. “However, the issue involved here is not 
that simple.’ The past history of our religious 
generosity shows that it has been exploited by others 


to destroy our dharma and our samskriti. In the 
case of Islam, it has already resulted in the vivisection 
of our motherland. And the same process has been 
set in motion in the North-Eastern: States by the 
Christian missionaries too. As such, what the 
Hindus need at present is not an additional dose 
of religious generosity, but one of hard-headed, 
practical common sense. History of the good people 
the world over has proved time and again that 
mere goodness is no answer to the stratagems and 
subterfuges of the wily and the wicked. In this world . 
of hard realities, victory of the good can be ensured 
only when its goodness is buttressed by a matching 
pragmatic approach. The issues raised by the Pope’s 
visit as elaborated in Mise brochure pertain preenaely } 
to this practical aspec 


One is Shee happy to note that quite a 
few patriotic and enlightened Christians too have 
come forward to present the Pope’s visit in its proper 
perspective and have thereby substantiated the 
‘ apprehensions of the Hindus. | | 

if this booklet helps to generate a healthy and 
impartial debate over the issues raised herein — which 
go well beyond the mere incidental issue of the Pope’s 


visit—the purpose of this. endeavour would} have 
been served. 


Bangalore 
Dee payali, 12-11-1985 H. V. SESHADRI 
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POPE’S VISIT- SOME QUESTIONS: I 
Will It Befit Bharat’s Tradition ? 


The Pope is coming. Several questions have arisen. | 


Pope Paul VI also had visited Bharat. That. was in 
1964. The occasion was the Eucharistic Congress. A purely 
Catholic affair. Then he had come as the head ofa religious 
sect. Now the Government of India itself has invited. Even 
many ‘secular’ eyebrows are raised. They have questioned the 
propriety of a self-proclaimed secular government officially 
inviting a religious head. ~ 

The Government has flaunted the expected reply : The Pope 
is the head of a State-the Vatican. As a State head he is 
being invited. Not as a religious head. But how far is this 
argument valid ? =% 


State-Invitation, An Insult to 
Bharat’s Noble Tradition 


The Vatican State is a small part of the city of Rome, 
confined to just 190 acres in area. It is the property of the 
Central Church of Catholics. Mussolini, out of consideration 
for the Catholics, granted an independent status to it. 1 
that such an important state on the world stage as to 
merit the invitation of a nation of 700 miffions? People 
Suspect there might be some other forces at work influencing 
the Central Government's policies vis-a-vis Catholics in 
general and the Pope in particular. 

Further, in the Vatican, the Pope is both the religious and 
governmental power-centres rolled into one. A one hundred 
per cent theocratic state. A stark anachronism in the demo- 
cratic West. Centuries ago, the European countries threw 
off the Pope’s yoke and became independent, sovereign, 
secular states. The Vatican remains as a reminder of that 


medieval Papal autocracy. Will it befit secular Bharat to 
accord such high honour to such a theocratic state head? 

The tradition of Bharat has been different. Always. Never 
did the head of any of our religious faiths aspire to wield 
political power.. Nay, to the very contrary, the truly religious 
souls here renounced pelf and power to tread the path of spiritu- 
ality. Thus did a Prince Siddhartha become a Buddha. And so 
also Mahavira. Basaveshwara, a Prime Minister of a state, 
turned into an all-renouncing saint to light up the Veerashaiva 
tradition. Madhavacharya, the founder prime minister of the 
celebrated Vijayanagar Empire, became’ a monk and adorned the 
Sringeri Shankaracharya Peetha. Here money and power were 
never the instruments for the dissemination of spiritual truths, 
Is it not an insult for a country with such a sublime tradition 
that its government should bestow royal honour on a person 
who glories in pelf and power even while remaining a religious 
head ? 


“Pope Has Two Faces’’: Joseph Pulikunnil 

With particular reference to the ensuing visit of the Pope, 
Joseph Pulikunnil, a noted Catholic scholar, in his Malayalam 
monthly Osana (September 1985), writes: 

‘“‘The Pope has two faces today. He is the spirittial head 
of Catholics all over. the world. Secondly, this monarch of the 
Vatican holds the reigns of an organisational set-up with — 
enough economic and political clout to influence decision- 
making at the international level. It is this latter face of 
the_papacy that we are. confronted with today: And this is — 
What hecessitates such elaborate security arrangements for 
the papal visit. India is a land of. Sannyasins, men who. 
renounced all their Worldly possessions in the quest of the 
Eternal Truth. Ina land where a~half-naked fakir is hailed as 
the Mahatma, where a Buddha or a Mahavira inspires more 
reverence than an Akbar or Chandragupta, it is indeed 
doubtful whether a discerning Indian eye would attribute 
spirituality to a Pope coming in a bullet-proof car cordoned off 
from the faithful by an army of security guards. Of course, 
the Church in India might be able to flex its political and 
monetary muscles and might well be able to blow out of 
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proportion this event for a Roman Catholic audience. But 
the question remains...” | 


Ulterior Purpose of Papal Visits : 
‘Selling’ Christianity 


The hollowness of the Government’s justification for invit- 
ing the Pope as a state head becomes patent when we examine 
the intentions of the papal visits. Just before the previous 
Pope’s visit to our country in November 1964, Bishop William 
Gomes said in the JEC Bulletin of 27th June 1964 that the — 
spread of Christ’s kingdom was necessary for the salvation 
of Hindu society. The /EC Bulletin of May 1964 also declared: 
‘“‘What happened in the Roman days of Christianity 1900 years 
ago is happening today in India. Its six million Catholics 
among 450 million non-Catholics are sotnething like the © 
handful of Christians struggling for their faith in the vast empire 
of Rome. The Government of India is extending all possible 
help and facilities to the Eucharistic Congress to ensure its 
success. This God-given opportunity to publicise Christ to the 
millions in the East and other parts of the world cannot be 
allowed to just pass by.”’ 

This attitude was reinforced at the inauguration of the 
Eucharistic Congress itself. On that occasion, neither Cardinal 
Gracias nor the Papal Legate, Cardinal Agagianian, had 
a single good word for Hinduism or Buddhism throughout 
their lengthy speeches. This had naturally led to adverse 
comments in the press and among the public: Later on, witha 
view to allaying the people’s outraged feelings, the editor of an 
esteemed Bombay paper requested Cardinal Gracias to say 
some words of appreciation about the main religions in 
India either im a press meet or through an article. But the 
Cardinal flatly refused todo so. He said that he was the 
seller of a particular brand of soap; howcould he ever say 
that other soaps in the market were also good ? 

What an ugly face for a creed that claims to profess Human 
Brotherhood ! 

Should we therefore assume that the Government is so 
politically innocent as to imagine that the Pope during his 
itinerary in our country will be playing the role of just a 


~ 


~ 


- political head and not indulge in such religious® propaganda ? 
Or that his lieutenants here would not do so? 

Or, if the Government sincerely believes in its -profes- 
sions, will they see to it that the Pope’s itinerary and 
expressions will be strictly in line with the declared state 
aspect ? And that the Pope also will be briefed accordingly ? 
Should we also not expect that the Pope and his followers 
would realise these bounds cf protocol and help maintain 
its sanctity ? : 


“Catholic Church, A Time Bomb”, — 
says a Missionary ? 


Further, more than anybody else, the Government 
should be well aware of the real nature and purpose of the 
Christian missionary propaganda. It is not just propagating 
their religious ideas. Vedanta Kesari (September 1955) has 
carried the statement of a Roman Catholic missionary 
found in a Tamil -publication wherein he says that. the 
central policy of the Catholic Church is the destruction of 
Hinduism. He has described the Roman Catholic Church 
as the “Time Bomb’ which had been waiting for blowing 
up Hinduism. The missionary further says: ‘‘If we should 
reveal our intentions without hiding them at all, we hold that 
Hindu Puranas and Hinduism must disappear from _ this 
land; and the sooner they disappear, the more welcome.” 


That conversion to Christianity by the missionaries has 
nothing te do with spirituality has beeh testified to by. many. 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, herself a Christian, in a letter to 
Gandhiji, wrote: ‘‘While there has been no conscious effort 
to purge the Indian Church of the taint of untouchability 
that exists within its own doors, the untouchability that 
exists in Hinduism has been exploited to the extent of 
attempted mass and wholesale conversions to so-cailed 
Christianity of the Depressed Classes. I say ‘so-called 
Christianity’ advisedly, because I know that not one of these 
poor people tojwhom I have spoken~and I have spoken to 
many—has been able to tell me anything of the spiritual 
implication of his change of faith. I am one of those who 
firmly believe that the spirituality-minded gentsia of Indian 
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Christians have to evolve for themselves a religion which will 
be~purged of the many impurities which exist in institutional 
Christianity as it stands today: that they will have to 
purify their own hearts of the arrogance that denies salvation 
to all who do not happen to be labelled ‘Christians.’ ’’ 
(Harijan, 30-1-1937). 


*“Secial Work, The Bait for Conyersion”’ - 
General Booth 


The Social work: ide een by the missionaries too has 
the same purpose, i.e., of uprooting the Hindus from their 
ancestral faith and converting them to Christianity. 

General Booth of the Salvation Army, in one of his 
letters to his sons, has bluntly stated: ‘‘The social work is 
the bait, but it is. salvation that is the hook that lands the 
fish.”’ Referring to his letter, Gandhiji wrote: ‘‘Of course, 
what is true of the Army is more or less true of all Christian, 
missions. Their social work is undertaken not for its own 
sake but as an aid to the salvation of those who received 
social service.’’ On another occasion Gandhiji wrote: ‘‘I 
hold that proselytising under the cloak of humanitarian 
work is, to say the least, unhealthy... Conversion nowadays 
has become a matter of business, like any other. I remember 
having read a missionary report saying how much it cost 
per head to convert and then presenting a budget for ‘the 
next harvest’.’’ (Harijan, 12-6-1937). 

The question of questions which the missionaries were 
repeatedly asking and Gandhiji was never tired of answer- 
ing was, ‘“‘Would you prevent missionaries’ coming to India 
in order to baptise?’’ To this, Gandhiji replied, ‘‘...If I 
had power and could legislate, I should certainly stop all 
proselytising. In Hindu households, the advent of a missionary 
has meant the disruption of the family, coming in the wake 
of change of dress, manners, language, food and drink.’’ 

Thereupon, the missionary remarked that such things 
were no more associated with proselytisation. Gandhiji 
corrected him: “...If there was a radical change in the 
missionaries’ outlook, would Murdoch’s book be allowed to 
be sold iri mission depots? Are those books. prohibited by 
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missionary societies? There is nothing but vilification of 
Hinduism in those books. You talk of the conception being 
no longer there. Only the other day, a missionary descended 
on a famine area with money in his pocket, distributed it 
among the famine-stricken, converted them to his fold, took 
charge of their temple and demolished it. This is outrageous. 
The temple could not belong to the converted Hindus, and 
it could: not belong to the Christian missionary. But this 
friend goes and gets it demolished at the hands of the very 
men who only ‘a little while ago believed that God was. 
there.’’ (Ibid., .11-5-1935) 


**A Violence to Our Nation’’ - Gandhiji 


On another occasion, speaking at a meeting of Indian 
Christians, Gandhiji said: “‘As I wander about throughout 
the length and breadth of India, I see many Christian Indians 
ashamed of their birth, certainly of their ancestral religion, 
and of their ancestral dress. The aping of Europeans by 
Anglo-Indians is bad enough, but the aping of them by 
_ the Indian converts is a violence done to their country and, 
shall I say, even to their new religion: Is it not truly deplorable 
that many Christian Indians discard their own mother tongue, 
bring up their children only to speak in English? Do they 
not thereby completely cut themselves adrift from the nation 
in whose midst they have to live?’’ (Young India, 20-8-1925) 

On yet another occasion, Gandhiji told them, ‘‘You, the 
missionaries, come to India, thinking that you come to a 
land of heathens, of idolaters, of men who do -not know 
God. One of the greatest of Christian divines, Bishop Heber, 
wrote the. two lines which have always left a sting with me: 
‘Where every prospect pleases, and man alone i 1s vile, 1 wish he 
had not written them. My own experience in my travels 
throughout India has been to the contrary. He [the man 
here]is not vile. Heis as much a seeker after Truth as you 
and I are, possibly more so...’? (Young India, 6- 8-1925) 

The denationalising impact of Christian conversions too 
has been al! too patent. Amrit Kaur says (in the same letter), 
““Many converts here have been denationalised, e.g., even 
‘their names have been changed in many instances to those of 
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Europeans: they have been told that there is no true light to be 
found in the religion of their forefathers. The ancient scrip- 
tures of their ancestors are a closed book to them.”’ 

However, unfortunately, there seems to be no sign of change 
of heart or purging themselves of their arrogance, as she had 
hoped for. . The» previous Pope, just before his visit to Bharat 
in November 1964, in his very first Encyclical said, ‘‘There 
is but one. true religion, the religion of Christianity.’ 
By implication every other religion including Hinduism was 
false. Such was the compliment paid in advance to the 
host people, whose religion was Hinduism, and where he was 
going to be received with due honour by them out of their 
traditional religious generosity. And now, the present 
Pope who will be visiting our country, according to newspaper 
reports, is far more conservative and orthodox than his 
predecessor who was supposed to be a liberal. Now, what the 
nature of the Pope’s utterances and activities when he will 
be here could be, is anybody’s guess. 


POPE’ VISIT - SOME QUESTIONS :. IL 


Right fo Convert or Right To Subvert?— 


Swami Vivekananda, who was right in the midst of the 
Christian world for four years and also had traversed the 
entire length and breadth of our country, has laid bare the 
nature of ae Christian missionary propaganda. 


‘*Stop This Hate Campaign’? - 
Swami Vivekananda 


. Swamiji says, ‘‘I protest against certain of their methods of 
raising money in America. What is meant by those pictures in 
the school-books for children where the ~Hindu mother is 
painted as throwing her children to the crocodiles in the 
Ganga? The mother is black, but the baby is painted white, 
to arouse more sympathy and get more money. What is meant 
by those pictures which paint a man burning his wife at a _ 
stake with his own hands, so that she may become a ghost | 
and torment the husband’s enemy? What is meant by the 
pictures of huge cars crushing over human beings? I have 
heard one of these gent tlemen preach in Memphis that in 
every village of India there is a pond full of the bones of 
little babies. 

““What have the Hindus done to these disciples of 
Christ that every Christian child is taught to call the Hindus 
‘vile’ and ‘wretches’, and the most horrible devils on 
earth ? Part of the Sanday School education for children here 
consists in teaching them to hate everybody who is not a 
Christian, and the Hindus especially, so that, from their 
very childhood, they may subscribe their pennies to the 
missions. | : 


“If not for truth’s sake, for the sake of the morality of 
their own children, the Christian missionaries ought not 
to allow such things going on. Is it any wonder that such 
children grow up to be ruthless and cruel men and women? 
Look again at the books published in Madras against the Hindu 
religion. If a Hindu writes one such line against the 
Christian religion, the missionaries will cry fire and vengeance.” 
(The Complete Works, Vol. IV) 

Addressing a Christian meeting at Detroit, the Swamiji 
said, “‘You train and educate and clothe and pay men to do 7 
what? To come over to my country to curse and abuse — 
all my forefathers, my religion, and everything. They walk 
near atemple and say, “You idolaters, you will go to hell’. 
But they dare not do that to the Mohammedans of India ; 
the sword would be out... And whenever your ministers | 
criticise us, let them remember this: If all India stands up 
and takes all the mud that is at the bottom of the Indian 
Ocean and throws it up against the Western countries, it 
will not be doing an infinitesimal part of that which you are 
doing to us.”’ (/bid., Vol, VIII) 

Be it remembered that both Vivekananda and Gandhiji 
considered Jesus Christ as a God-man and were in turn 
respected by many pious Christians for their love of 
humanity crossing the boundaries of race and religion, of 
country and colour. 

Just an example to illustrate to what an awful extent 
the spiteful campaign of the missionaries had gone. - The 
canard was spread that every year many Hindus were 
voluntarily offering themselves to becrushed under the wheels 
of the great chariot of Jagannath at Puri to attain salvation. 
Further, the Rathayatra was said to be accompanied by 
dancing girls singing lascivious songs and making obscene 
gestures at the passers-by. William Welbforce — the ace Christian 
crusader in Britain- even demanded that the Jagannath temple 
be demolished to put an end to that devil dance. But the 
British Commissioner of Puri came forward to put the record 
straight. He wrote back that he and many other Englishmen 
had been regularly witnessing the Rathayatra for over twenty 
years but had found no shred of truth in that canard. 
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Miss Mayo’s Tribe Continues 


That the tone and tenor of the foreign Christian mission- 
ary propaganda has not changed a whit since ‘the days of 
Miss Mayo’s notorious Mother India (which book Gandhiji - 
described as ‘a gutter-inspector’s report’) is evident from a 
recent American TV programme presented by the ‘Dayspring 
International’, an American evangelical organisation, on 
January 5, 1985, in an extraordinary two-hour programme on 
Manhattan’s Cable Television network. | 

While extolling the virtues of Christianity sky-high, the 
American evangelical organisation depicted Hinduism as 4 
religion that has perpetrated extreme prejudice and bigotry 
among Indians. According to them, Bharat, a land of division, 
despair and death, is in dire need of the message of Jesus Christ, 
the only saviour of mankind. The ‘Gospel of Christ’ is the 
only hope for the hapless Hindus left without spiritual hope 
and who are ready to embrace Christianity and learn the true 
meaning of life. | | 

“India has 664 million Hindus,’’ pointed out the TV 
commentator mocking at the Hindu mode of religious obser- 
vances, ‘‘whose gods number millions. There is no fixed system 
of worship. Some pray, others meditate, and still others make 
blood sacrifice until they achieve spiritual perfection’: or 
reincarnation. ’”’ | ie 

The Dayspring International lamented, “Though 
Christianity has been in India for nearly 2000 years, we have 
less than three per cent of the population. Ninety-seven per 
cent are yet to be reached.’’ They also disclosed their plan to 
‘reach’ — another word for proselytisation - all of Bharat in a 
decade ! 

The TV programme was accompanied by an appeal for 
donations to help in their ‘‘mission of relieving the Indian 
people of their pain and misery.”’ : 

During the course of the TV programme, the Dayspring 
International also quoted Mother Teresa as saying that 
“there is no solution tothe problem of Indian people apart 
from the Gospel of Christ.” we 

With this latest evidence before us — if at all it was needed- 
he people of this country have aright to expect that the Poe 
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takes the first opportunity to state his position categorically 
and publicly vis-a-vis such missionary onslaughts on Hinduism. 
Will our Government, too, which has taken the onus of inviting 
the Pope, urge him to do so? For, any silence on his part 
would naturally imply his approval for the same. It is signi- 
ficant that Mother Teresa has not so far dissociated herself 
from the Dayspring International’s reference to her name in 
its propaganda offensive against Bharat and Hinduism. 
Will the Government which feels that the country is greatly 
honoured by the award of Nobel Peace Prize (for which no 
Bharateeya including Gandhiji was found worthy enough) to 
Mother Teresa see that she too publicly clarifies her stand in 
this affair ? 


Fight for Extra-constitutional 
‘Right to Convert’ 


The one reason why Christianity has become suspect in the 
eyes of our countrymen is precisely this : Conversion by any 
means, fair or foul, and its dangerous after-effects. “And the 
strange part of it is that the missionaries seem to claim it~as 
their basic religious right — that being a ‘command of Christ’. - 
_ However, a perusal of the actual wording of that’ ‘com- 
mand of Christ’ is itself sufficient to expose the hollownéss of 
this claim. Inthe Bible, New Testament, it is said : 7 


*‘But he answered and said, I am not sent but 
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”’ 


(St. Matthew, Chapter 15, Verse 24) 


‘*‘When they had gone throughout Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia and were forbidden of Holy 
Ghost to preach the word in Asia.”’ 


(Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 16, Verse 6) 


Which simply means that Christ had expressly commanded 
his followers not to preach the word in Asia. And now the 
missionaries swarming our country claim that they have come 
here under Christ’s command not only to preach but even to 
convert! Does this not mean that the missionaries in being 
anti-Hindu are also anti-Christ ? 


It is really breathtaking to see in how many ways and for 
how long the missionaries have been claiming and exercising 
that ‘right to convert’ in our country. 

A joint manifesto had been issued in 1937 by 14 highly 
educated Indian Christians occupying important positions, 
categorically stating their position vis-a-vis conversions. The 
key to the manifesto was contained in paragraphs 7 and 8 which 
said, ‘‘Men and women individually and in family or village 
groups will continue to seek the fellowship of the Christian 
Church... The Church will cling to its right to receive such 
people into itself, from whatever religious group they may 
come.”? To which Gandhiji’s sharp reaction was, **Men 
and women do not seek the fellowship of the Christian 
Church... When the missionary of another religion goes to 
them, he goes like any vendor of goods. He has no special 
spiritual merit that will distinguish him from those to 
whom he goes. He does, however, possess material goods 
which he promises to those who will come to his fold. Then, 
mark, the duty of Christian Church in India turns into a 
right... Exercise of a right requires a quality that gives the 
_ power to impose one’s will upon the resister through sanctions 
devised by the claimant or the law whose aid he invokes in the 
exercise of his right... Let them recognise. the fundamental 
difference between rights and duties. In the spiritual sphere, 
there is no such thing as a right.”? (Harijan, 3-4-1937) 

It is strange that the Christian missonaries in Bharat are, 
even to this day, carrying on a relentless battle to see that their 
‘right to convert’ be upheld at all costs. When the Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa Governments enacted the Freedom of 
Religion Act seeking to control certain objectionable practices 
of conversion, the missionaries challenged them in courts of 
law. When they lost in the High Courts, they appealed to the 
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court upheld both the Acts as 
constitutional and turned down the argument. of the missionaries 
that the ‘‘right to propagate one’s religion’ guaranteed in the 
Constitution implied the ‘‘right to convert.”’ 

The Chief Justice Sri A. N. Ray, in the course his of 
judgment observed, ‘“We have no doubt that it is in this sense 
that the word ‘propagate’ has been used in Article 25 (1), for 
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what the Article grants is not the right to convert another 
to one’s own religion, but to transmit or spread one’s religion 
by an exposition of its tenets. It has to be remembered that 
Article 25 (1) guarantees ‘freedom of conscience’ to every 
citizen, and not merely to the followers of one particular 
religion, and that in turn postulates that there is no 
fundamental right to convert another person to one’s own 
religion, because if a person purposely undertakes the conver- 
sion of another person to his religion as distinguished from 
his effort to transmit or spread the tenets of his religion, that 
will amount to taking away the ‘freedom of conscience’ 
guaranteed to all the citizens of the country alike.” 

Well; will the Pope agree to this country’s consti- 
tutional position? Will he come forward to publicly acknowl- 
edge that Catholics in this country will uphold the sanctity 
of its Constitution ? And dispel the suspicion that they harbour 
in their minds extra-constitutional rights for themselves in 
the name of religion? Will the Government too make the 
Pope see the gravity of the problem and urge him to make 
suitable amends ? 


PUPE’S VISIT- SOME QUESTIONS: Ul 


Christian Missions: Instrument of Western 
Imperialism 


The cancerous effects of conversion on our national 
integrity and security are by now clear as daylight. The 
Neogy Commission, instituted in 1954 to enquire into the 
Christian missionary activities in Madhya Pradesh, had 
made a thorough study of their various facets and had 


interviewed 5,000 witnesses. Here are some of its shocking 
findings : 3 


The Indictment 


1) The extra-religious and extra-territorial aspects of 
missionary work lead to political subversion. The 
problems of Nagaland, the Adivasis and hill tribes of 
Assam are some examples. 


2} Evangelization in India appears to be part of the 
uniform world policy to revive Christiandom for 
re-establishing Western supremacy and is not prompted 
by spiritual motives. 


3) A result of conversion is that it muddles the 
convert’s sense of unity and solidarity with the rest of 
the countrymen and this in the end undermines his 
loyalty to his country and State. 

As regards the extra-territorial loyalties developed among 
the converts, the Neogy Report further says: ‘‘The situation 
seems to be that the Papacy representing the Catholic Church 
and the American democracy are united in their frantic drive 
for gathering proselytes, the former to extend its religious 
empire and the latter to obtain world leadership.”’ 


at Mary Louis Burks in Swami Vivekananda — New 
Discoveries (p. 361) writes: ‘That conversion of non- 
Christians creates problems of national loyalty is one of the 
unfortunate off-shoots of Christian missionary activity and one 
of which Swamiji was undoubtedly aware. There is moreover 
no denying the fact that missionary activity in oriental countries 
had gone hand in hand with the conquest of their countries 
by Western Powers. Just as such conquests have been 
considered to be political and economic colonialism, so 
Christian conversions had been looked upon as a sort of 
religious colonialism.”’ | 


Subversive Propaganda : 
Creating Trojan Horses 


The Christian evangelists are even now carrying on a 
vigorous propaganda, particularly among the fisherman com- 
munities along the sea-coast of Tamil Nadu and the slum areas 
in Madras, telling them that a landing of the American Marine 
Commandos on the Indian coast is imminent. The gist of 
their thesis is this: ‘“‘You are the rejects of Hindu society. You 
are slaves. The Americans are our friends ; they are not only 
willing but also anxious to liberate you. That will make you 
enjoy all the fundamental human rights. So the Church has 
formulated what is known as ‘Liberation Theology’ and hence 
this preaching. All of you should now try to concentrate in 
areas not far from the coast and within reasonable distance 
of sea-ports wherever possible. An American landing of troops 
here is possible any time. They will liberate you and thereafter 
it will be the Kingdom of God for you.”’ 

The blatantly anti-national move indulged in by the Christian 
missionaries in and around Kanyakumari against the off-shore 
Vivekananda Rock Memorial has to be understood in this 
background. They probably find this memorial —- to one who 
isone of the greatest and universally respected spiritual giants 
produced by Hinduism as also one of the greatest figures 
of our national inspiration - situated at the most strategic point 
of that coast, a thorn in their side. Even at the stage of its 
inception, the Memorial tablet installed on the rock was 
destroyed and a cross planted in its place. When, however, 
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the Memorial did come up, since then their moves have been 
systematically directed towards nullifying its impact and 
influence through every possible effort, e.g., illegal occupation 
of most of the areas of the jetty platform owned by the Rock 
Memorial Committee, dirtying and desecrating the approach 
area, etc. 
These are patently acts of subversion. Anti-national acts. 
The anti-Bharat insurgencies in our North-Eastern States 
are further evidence of this motive. Shri Joseph Idamaruku, 
an eminent journalist, put the whole problem in its right per- 
spective when he wrote (Kerala Shabdam, July 8, 1979): ‘‘It is 
evident why they are concentrating their activities among the 
tribals of Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and other 
North-Eastern States. These are militarily strategic places. 
Foreign spies are always there under the guise of missionaries. 
It is common knowledge that the Naga rebels are helped 
with arms and money by the foreign missionaries. As the 
Government could frustrate their efforts, the missionaries 
Started new tactics. They began proselytising work by giving 
money and other allurements. They began efforts to build up 
a second (religious) front of tribals against government...” 
Sheltering of leaders of such insurgencies by Christian 
countries like Britain only confirms what Joseph Cornelius. 
Kumarappa, a noted Gandhian, had stated long back: ‘‘The 
Western nations have four arms: the army, the navy, the 
air force and the church.’’ 
It is obvious, no country will tolerate such Trojan horses 
within its body-politic. 


Papal Authority: A Source of © 
Nation’s Instability 


The nature of the Papal authority, referred to in the 
Neogy Report, is one of the serious destabilising factors in 
countries wherever the Catholics stay. All Catholics have 
to believe implicitly in Papal infallibility in matters of faith 
and morals. Referring to this claim of infallibility, Lord 
Acton once said: ‘‘Most assuredly no man accepting such 


a code could be a loyal subject, fit for the enjoyment of politica] 
privileges.’’ 
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Avro Manhattan has said in his book The Catholic 
Church Against the Twentieth Century. | 

“The power of the Catholic Church to interfere in social 
and political spheres is rendered infinitely more dangerous 
by the fact that it is not limited to any given country — there 
is no country where the Pope cannot influence the social 
and political life of the community. The Church does not 
remain within its own domain. Its fundamental claim of 
being the only bearer of truth of necessity forces it to trespass 
into ethical, social, cultural, economic and political spheres.”’ 

Gandhiji also had said: ‘‘Today, I rebel against orthodox 
Christianity, as I am convinced that it has distorted the 
message of Jesus. He was an Asiatic, whose message was 
delivered through many media; and when it had the backing 
of a Roman Emperor it became an imperialist faith as it 
remains to this day. (Harijan, 30-5-1936) 

India has no objection to Christ or Catholics. But it 
has every objection to the ‘Roman’ brand of Catholics. India 
can accept only ‘Indian Catholics’. Anything else will be a 
menace to the security and integrity of India as it has already 
proved to be. | 


Comparative Religions : Catholic Style 


Nitya Chaitanya Guru, of international repute and 
founder of East West University, has revealed yet one more 
aspect of the present-day style of Catholic preaching of ‘com- 
parative religions’. Writing in Keralu Kaumudi, a Malayalam 
daily (May 4, 1985) under the title ‘Truths That Need to be 
Publicly Told’, he has come out with shocking details of the 
double-talk and double-face of the Catholic church vis-a-vis 
other religions and cultures. 

‘Before I left Europe to participate in the Parliament 
of Religions, I went to Rome and spent about 20 minutes 
With the then Pope Paul VI. When I went to the Vatican, I 
happened to see the huge collection of books, organised by 
the non-Christian Secretariate. I found among them trans- 
lations into French, English and other languages of Upanishads 
and works by Tayu Manavar, Tiruvalluvar, Marathi devotees 
like Tukaram and I felt a glow of enthusiasm at the tremendous 
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transformation that has come over the Catholic Church. But 
when I went through some of them, it gave me such a great 
disappointment about the so-called dialogue supposed to 
have been initiated by the Church. Then I was invited to 
participate in a discussion at the Catholic headquarters. 
That discussion did not generate any goodwill ; it only helped 
to expose the deep-rooted hatred towards other religions 


that was fuming in the heart of the old Cardinal... I found 


that the translations of the shlokas from the Gita which were 
quoted for my benefit, were twisted beyond recognition to 
suit the Catholic theology. It was because of these experi- 
ences that I became suspicious about the new-found love and 
honour of the Church scholars towards Hinduism. Even 
while speaking about religious amity I was aware of the 
weapons of religious hatred that they had concealed in their 
armoury. The most dangerous among these were the dialogues 
the Catholic leadership organised regarding religious amity. 
It is not totally baseless if Hindu leaders fear that ‘Indiani- 
sation of Christianity’ is meant to bring’ about ‘Christiani- 
sation of India.’’ 


Ecumenical Movement: 
What It Means 


The Ecumenical Movement - the movement to unify the 
Christian Churches - though historically linked. with Protes- 
tantism, is at present strongly espoused by the Catholic 
Church headed by the Pope. In a book entitled The Christian 
Churches in Kerala written by Rev. Father Inchakkabodi 
with a foreword by Cardinal Parekkattil, the author explains 
the need for the ecumenical movement in India thus: “‘It has 
to be stated with great anguish that the present divided state 
of affairs among the Christian Churches is one that ‘renders 
it impossible for us to work for the proselytisation of the many 
crores of non-Christians of our motherland — Bharat. There 
1s:n0 doubt that if all the Christians work in unison, the con- 
version of non-Christians is so very easy... There are about 
wept y seven lakhs of Catholics in Kerala — both Syrian Catholics 
and Latin Catholics included. If all these twenty-seven lakh 
Catholics try with one mind, it will be very easy to bring 
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the remaining twelve lakh non-Catholic Christians to the fold 
of Catholic Church. That will mean that about forty lakhs of 
Christians in Kerala will come under the protection of one 
Shepherd. Not only that; then they will be ina position to 
work hard and in unison for the conversion of the non- 
Christians of the rest of India, and form a ‘Christian India’ 
in the near future.’’ (Christian Churches in Kerala by Rev. Fa. 
Inchakkabodi, pp. 282-331). It may be pointed out that the most 
important object of the ensuing visit of the Pope is to strengthen 
this ecumenical movement in Kerala. It has been scheduied 
that he will be addressing a synod of all the Christian Churches 
in Kerala during his itinerary. 

The collaboration between the Catholic Church and the 
World Counci! of Churches -the ecumenical outfit spearheaded 
by the Protestants- has been reinforced by the formation of 
a Joint Working Group. In the publication Breaking Barriers 
by SPCK, London (page 271), it is reported: 

“Inevitably, the question arose as to how the Roman 
Catholic Church would relate to the World Council of Churches. 
In 1965, after many preliminary contacts and conversations, 
it was decided to set up the body known as the Joint Working 
Group, a Commission with the mandate to explore the 
possibilities of dialogue and collaboration.”’ 


WCC: Instrument of Western Imperialism 


The imperialistic, expansionist aspect of Christianity 
appears to have taken a new dimension with the formation of 
the World Council of Churches. The imperialist hand working 
behind the WCC is well exposed by the fact that John Foster 
Dulles, the then Secretary of State, USA, had taken a leading 
part in its formation in the wake of the Second World War. 
Many of the high-ranking dignitaries of the WCC and other 
Missionary bodies are military veterans of the Second World 
War. It has furnished a further clue to the master military 
Strategy of engineering armed insurrections inside the targeted 
areas, all under a religious garb. 
The WCC’s moves for subversion of other cultures and 
nationalities seem to have taken a new theoretical footing 
as well. They have come out openly advocating the use of 
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politics and violence as necessary instruments to promote 
their faith. , 

The Ecumenical Study Conference for East Asia was 
organised in Lucknow in 1952 under the joint auspices of 
the WCC and the International Missionary Council! (IMC) 
where it was stipulated that — 

‘‘The Christians must be prepared to recognise that 
change in the structure of society can be effected mainly 
through political action. Therefore, they must be prepared 
to accept the necessity of political action as a means of 
promoting social justice. Christians must do everything 
possible to construct worthy instruments for responsible 
political action in order to realise the goal of responsible 
society.”’ Again, ‘“‘There is need for Church in East Asia 
to develop a social doctrine which will provide the right 
criteria for making political judgement and decisions in 
the East Asian situation on the basis of Christian faith.” 

Before this, in 1947, in a similar conference at Bangkok, 
the explanation was more specific : 

‘‘Moral: advice and proclamation of moral ideas are 
insufficient... The proclamation of the word of God with 
a profound sense of its relevance to ideological and political 
conflicts of the Orient is, therefore, the central task of the 
church in Asia.’’ Again, it was stated that ‘‘the prophetic 
ministry of the church in social and political order depends 
on the church being a community of persons rooted in the word 
of God.... A true Christian congregation is the most effective 
prophetic witness to the doctrine of righteousness in society 
and the only answer to the challenge of political ideologies that 
view man solely in terms of his social and _ political 
functions. The Christian Congregation has an evolutionary 
significance in the East Asian political situation.’’ 


Demand for Right to Political Dabbling 


In line with this stand, the Third Assembly of the WCC 
held in 1961 in New Delhi has demanded an amendment to the 
definition of ‘Freedom of Religion’ on the following lines: 

It includes freedom to practise religion or belief, 
whether by performance of acts of mercy or by the 
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expression in word or deed of the implications of belief in 
social, economic and political matters, both domestic and 
international. 

Which means, in short, that the WCC wants, under 
the cover of freedom of religion, a free hand to dabble in 
domestic and international politics. Freedom of religion - 
vouchsafed by our Constitution, it must be remembered, is 
not absolute but subject to certain restrictions deemed essen- 
tial in the interest of the welfare of the state. Thus Article 
25 (1) lays down that the freedom to profess, practise and 
propagate religion is subject to ‘‘public order, morality and 
health.’ Paragraph 2 of the same Article further lays down 
that ‘“‘Nothing in this Article shall affect the operation of 
any existing law or prevent the State from making any law 
regulating or restricting any economic, financial, political or 
other secular activity which may be associated with religious 
practice.’’ Further, every citizen is subject to the paramount 
duty of upholding the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 
Bharat. The above WCC amendment wants these restrictions 
to go, 
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POPE’S VISIT - SUME QUESTIONS: IV 


Advocacy of Politics and Violence as Means 


The WCC’s advocacy of violence to achieve its eh iS 
as unambiguous as its advocacy of politics. 

A statement from the WCC-sponsored ‘Consultation 
on Racism’ (Nottinghill, London, May 19 to 24, 1969) says, 
“That all else failing, the Church support... movements 
including revolutions which are aimed at elimination of political 
or economic tyranny which makes racism possible.”’ 

The document on ‘Church and Power’ Structure’’ issued 
by the Christian Council of Asia (an adjunct of WCC), 
Bangalore Assembly, 1981, has stated, “If the people shall 
have reached the moment of truth and decisively chosen to 
rise up in violence against the unjust and oppressive order, 
the Church should be identified with and uphold and support the 
cause of the embattled people. Anything less would be the 
betrayal of the masses which the Church is committed to 
serve and defend.”’ 


Call for ‘Riot, Revolt and Revolution’ 
in Asian Countries 


The WCC and its various unofficial branches have also 
identified the areas for their operation and also the modus 
operandi for reaching their goal. 

The East Asia Christian Conference at its oo at 
Bangkok in 1968 called the Christians to initiate “‘a revolu- 
tion in thinking as well as action among the inarticulate 
masses in the rural sector—the peasantry, the artisans and 
landless labourers as well as among the working sections of 
the urban communities.’’ For, ‘‘The organisation of the masses 
on the basis of their demands and rights, and involvement 


of these people in mass struggles, are necessary to secure 
a just share of power for them. Revolutionary movements, 
therefore, are an inherent part of the modernisation process, 
at least in traditional societies.’’ The report further asks the 
churches to stand ready ‘“‘on occasion to endorse the respon- 
sible use of civil disobedience in cases where the law and 
the distribution of power are manifestly unjust’? and ‘‘to 
formulate a theological interpretation for the use of power 
in various forms, of dissent and resistance to power in the 
forms of riot, revolt, rebellion and revolution,’’ with a view 
to providing Christians with a principle of discrimination 
between different forms of dissent and resistance in varied 
situations. | 

In 1978, the Central Committee of WCC directed the 
churches to organise seminars on Asian problems under the 
“Programme to Combat Racism.’’ Thus a seminar was held 
in 1978in Auckland on the subject ‘‘Race and Minority Issues 
in Asia.’’ Forty-five “pehong ie from 12 countries partici- 
pated in the discussions on ‘race, identity, minority rights, 
ra onal unity, justice and participation.’ The churches 
\.ere directed to take over the cause of the ‘suppressed 
minorities.’ The subjects for discussion and the directions given 
to the churches easily lead one to the conclusion that in 
the name of espousing the cause of the ‘minorities,’ they are 
trying to incite dissensions among the different ethnic 
groups and communities of Asian countries. The violent 
clashes in the North-Eastern parts of our ceed are, it is 
obvious, its inevitable consequences. 


Depressed Classes in Bharat : Special Target 


The depressed classes of Hindu society have been pitched 
upon as a special target of this movement, which has been 
termed: the ‘liberation theology.” Papers of the Seventh 
Assembly CCA, 1981, Bangalore, say : “‘Recognising the plight 
of scheduled castes or ‘untouchables’ in India as largely 
the result of the misuse of the religious values by the society to 
maintain the position of the ruling classes, we recommend 
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* That the plight of the untouchables be added to the 

task-force on race and minority issues. | 
* The plight of untouchables to be internationalised as an. 
issue of highest priority and if it is appropriate we 
take up the issue with WCC and PCR (Programme to 
Combat Racism). | | 

* We further recommend that CCA/NCC India take 
up this issue with local groups and any other inter- 
national group that will be concerned with this issue, 
1.e., Dalit Action Committee and World Council. of 
Indigenous People.”’ 

Here is a report of one such evangelistic movement 
Charismatic Retreat Ministry in North Indian Villages - Consul- 
tation Navajyoti Niketan, Patna, March 15-25, 1984) which 
reveals their all-out emphasis on the weaker sections of Hindu 
society such as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

“It is our conviction that the 100 million S.C. and the 
60 million §.T. are now in an MHour of Crisis and 
CuRIsT is The radical Answer to this multi-dimensional 
crisis, | | 
The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are, as a 

community, responding to the Spirit of Christ’s invitation 

to enter the Saving Covenant with Him. 

Their reconciliation through Inner Healing, and their 

activisation by. Christ’s Spirit as His EVANGELISTS to 

their caste Hindu brethren is now a distinct possibility. 

... Approximately 99% of the Christians in North Indian 
villages are from the Scheduled Tribes or from the Scheduled 
Caste backgrounds. We began to reflect that these are the 
people whom the Lord in His Providence is drawing to Himself 
very pcwerfully today from the local Churches in North 
India, They [the S.C. and S.T.] are truly the poor and despised 
of the land, the biblical ‘Anawim’ who are the first to welcome 
the good news of the Kingdom. In God’s Providence, they 
may well be God’s instruments for the evangelisation of the 
Hindu and Muslim masses, especially through the gift of 
reconciliation.”’ 

As regards ;the financing of their movements, too, the 
various official reports of the WCC and CCA proceedings 
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make revealing reading: ‘‘For the extensive programmes 
which we run, we are heavily dependent on funding agencies 
in Europe and America.’ ““Most of the money disbursed 
through -the Special Fund has come not from the traditional 
donors but from new ones including Governments.” 

The WCC has emphasised that the funds should be: used 
for (1) rousing the level of awareness and strengthening 
the organisational capacity of racially oppressed people, and 
(2) supporting organisations which align themselves with the 
victims of racial injustice and pursue the same objectives. 

These Reports also make it abundantly clear that funds 
are funnelled directly to the ‘‘liberation movements -and 
groups,”’ whose aims are political and whose methods include — 
violence, with no reference to the local church. A minimum 
of 3 lakh dollars in the form of a Special Fund is being 
pooled and disbursed annually in this fashion. And now the 
amount is being increased to 5 lakh dollars. : 

While evaluating the success of this ‘liberation theology’, 
the book Christianity and the Asian Revolution, a joint 
publication of WCC and IMC, states:: ‘‘When Indonesia 
became independent, the- Abonese, most of whom were 
Christians, revolted against their own Government. When 
Burma went out of the British Commonwealth, a good number 
of the leaders of Karens who revolted against the state of 
Burma were Christians. Today some of the agitators for 
an independent Naga State apart from India are also 
Christians.’’ | 

In the same book they have also candidly accepted that | 
‘these facts have reinforced the suspicion that Christianity 
alienates the Asian from loyalty to his own country.’ 


‘Liberation Theology’ : 
Karl Marx Replaces Jesus Christ 


The Times, London (December 5, 1983), in its editoriai 
has quoted approvingly Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s remarks 
in his article (The Times, May 11, 1983): “‘There also exists an 
organized movement for the unification of the churches, oN it 
' presents an odd picture. The World Council of Churches 
seems to care more for the success of revolutionary movements 
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in the Third World, all the while remaining blind and deaf 
to the persecution of religion where this is carried through 
most consistently—in the USSR.’’ 

When one goes through this so-called liberation theology, 
one is struck by its jargon which is almost identical with that 
of the Communists: the same ‘political action’, ‘violent 
revolution’, ‘liberation of the oppressed’ etc. etc. This honey- 
mooning with the Communists is not just limited to theoretical 
exposition. In practice too, there seems to be close collabo- 
ration. This is borne out by Solzhenitsyn’s caustic reference 
to WCC’s studied silence over the conditions in Soviet Union. 
The Times, in the same editorial, has also noted that Dr. 
Billy Graham, after visiting Moscow, had stated that he 
had noticed no persecution there. ee 7 

It is now seen that an overwhelming majority of the 
Christians in the South American countries, even though once 
part of the Roman Catholic Church, have now accepted 
this liberation theology in some form or other and have since 
walked into the camp of Fidel Castro. 

The Christian Churches, by this declared policy, have die 
proved that no longer do they have trust in the words of their 
Master, Jesus Christ - of peace, non-injury, conquering of 
hearts with love, and such other humane doctrines. In place 
of Christ, they seem to have installed Karl Marx as their 
- new prophet whose language of violence, political revolution, 
mass struggles of the oppressed etc. they have now adopted. 

It is significant that the Christian Conference of Asia has 
as one of its top functionaries a person designated by the 
Chinese Communist Government. 

Equally significant are the conditions laid down by 
the Chinese Government while recently lifting its ban on the 
Christian Churches. The ‘Christian Manifesto” of China, under 
the heading ‘The Task in General’, says. very clearly, ‘“‘Christian 
Churches and organisations give thorough-going support to 
the common political platform and under the leadership of 
the Government oppose imperialism, feudalism, and bureau- 
cratic capitalism, and take an active part in the effort to 
build an independent, democratic, peaceable, unified, pros- 
perous and powerful China.’? It is under such terms and 


28: 


conditions today that the Protestant and Catholic Churches 
in China function. 


The Multinational Menace 


The entry of multinational corporations into the arena 
has added one more destabilising factor. An Ecumenical 
Encounter published by NCC of India (page 78) clearly 
admits: “‘Reference has already been made to an article 
about new dangers to ecumenical partnership in mission 
by multinational mission agencies. Multinational mission 
agencies have been linked to multinational corporations which 
threaten new control of Third World countries through 
economic means. A recent article in CCA News asserts that, 
through funds, the multinational mission agencies are 
exerting detrimental control over indigenous churches in 
mission.’”’ | 3 

Highlighting the ‘negative factors’ in the activity of mul- 
tinationals, The Indian Church in the Struggle for a New 
Society published by NBCLC (page 252) states: ‘‘They can 
easily become a state within the state and be. a focus for 
anti-national activities .on the part of disgruntled elements 
in the country. Their role in ‘destabilising’ nationalist 
regimes that are considered inimical to the interests of the 
imperialist powers is now well known. 

_ Muslim Alliance | : 

The Catholic Church appears to have decided to align 
itself with any and every possible anti-Hindu force inside 
Bharat, as part of its over-all strategy. . The CCA publication 
The Islamic Impact (page 23) reveals the alliance with the 
Muslim elements: ‘‘The Catholic Church in India has also 
started taking a keen interest in the Muslims. About half a 
dozen priests have been trained in India and abroad in 
Islamic studies. In March 1979, a Consultation on Dialogue 
with Muslims was held in Agra under the auspices of the CBCI 
(Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India) Commission for 
Dialogue. A Committee for Christian-Muslim Relations in 
India (CCMRI) was formed at this Consultation to follow up 
the many good suggestions made. It was agreed that both the 
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CCMRI and the HMI (Henry Martyn Institute) should work | 
together and cooperate at the national level as far as 
Christian-Muslim dialogue in India is concerned.’’ 


The People Have a Right to Expect ... 


In brief, the style of functioning of Christian “Missions 
in Bharat indicates that: 

1} they are opposed to secularism, as they do not believe 
in respect for all religions, the cardinal principle of 
secularism ; . . 

2) they demand ‘extra-constitutional 2 rights in matters 
of religion; 

3) they are a threat to democracy and peace as ‘they 
believe in violent revolts and revolutions ; 

4) they subvert national loyalties and testroy ‘cultural 
roots leading to secessionist movements ; 

5) they are tools of Western igiperialism in the ouise 
of religious preaching and social work ; and 

6) they are a threat to our internal beouifity under ‘the 
smoke-screen of liberation theology. 7 

Such, in fine, are some of the sore aspects of” Christianity it in 

Bharat. These aspects-as any one could see-are ofa very 
grave consequence as much tothe sovereignty and integrity 
of our country as to our national culture and values of life. 
As such, our people have a right to expect from the Pope, an 
unambiguous statement of their official stand in this regard. 

- Our Government too, we repeat, has a duty to allay the 
apprehensions of our people that the present visit of the Pope 
might be exploited by the Christian Missions to expand their 
network and further aggravate the already exacerbated 
situation. | | | . 
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Appendix I 


THE KINGDOM IS THE THIRD WORLD 


Dayid B. Barrett (OUF) in ‘The Christian Encycle- 
‘paedia’ gives out these revealing bits of information 
—~ By Shri Ramswaroop, The Times of India, July /4, 
1985 (Extracts) | 


Dr. Barrett tells us that the professed goal of all Christian 
confession and communion is ‘world evangelisation’. To 
achieve that end, Christians have evolved many specialised 
institutions. These institutions train theologians, print books, 
run radio and TV stations. There are'three million full-time 
Christian functionaries; 4,500 major seminaries train the elite. 
Of these personnel, 250,000 are foreign missionaries trained 
in 410 world-wide ‘foreign missionary training centres’. 

Christian establishments are very diligent in promoting | 
scholarship in theological subjects, linguistics and other fields. 
Different Christian denominations own and control 1,300 
universities. Besides there are departments of religious studies 
at 1,500 universities where they teach theology, divinity, 
missiology and church history. Different Christian denomina- 
tions run 930 research centres, they bring out 3,000 scholarly 
journals in addition to another 20,000 magazines and news- 
papers of a less academic type of which 4,500 are Roman 
Catholic. Christians have an early history of ‘apologetics’. 

Bible printing and distribution has also been an important 
Christian activity. In 1980, the global distribution of the full 
Bible was 36,800,000 copies and of only the New Testament, 
during the same year, 57,500,000 copies. 

In the last decade, the media has also become very impor- 
tant — radio and television. The churches now own 1,450 radio 
and TV stations. In 1975 alone, they received 4,230,360 letters 
fromflisteners of their programmes. One organisation, Vishwa 
Vani, alone beams about six hours daily in 10 languages of 


India. ‘Radio Converts’ is now anew category on the list 
of mission organisations that ge account of all'the souls 
saved. | 

Countries of the Third World continue to be fe special 
targets of missionary activities. Conversion continues on a 
massive scale in Africa. Between 1970-85, Christianity has won 
here 1,470,000 converts annually or about 4,000 daily. In South 
Asia, which includes countries like India and Sri Lanka, the . 
annual gain during the same period has been 447,000 converts 
or about 1,200 daily. In East Asia, the annual crop is 360,000 
a year, or about 1,000 a day. It is even gaining converts in the 
USSR, 164,182 annually, or about 450 daily. 

But these gains are offset by losses in the rich countries 
of the West. In Western Europe, North America, Australia 
and New. Zealand, Christianity is losing 1,950,000 members 
annually or about 5,350 daily. 

We are told that the centre of gravity of Christianity is 
shifting from Europe and America to the Third World. 

We have heard of ‘underground communism’ and ‘crypto- 


communists’ but the survey also makes us aware ofa similar — 


category of ‘underground church’ and ‘crypto-Christians’. 
These cryptos are affiliated members of the church but this 
fact is kept secret. Globally they constitute 4.9 per cent of 
the total Christian population (1980): One would have 
thought that they existed only in certain Communist and 
Muslim countries, but the survey reveals that they exist in 
India too where Christian conversion is open. 

In 1980, about one-third (7,637,000) of the Christian 
population (3.9 per cent of the total Indian population) was -— 
‘crypto-Christian’. And the ratio is rising every year. During 
1970-80 the average annual number of Christian converts 
was 175,000; of these more than half (88,000) were secret. 

The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights includes 
the principle of religious liberty . and toleration. Dr. Barrett 
interprets it ecumenically. To him it only means that Chris- 
tians should show ‘genuine religious toleration to, at least, 
all other expressions of faith in Christ’. But so far as other, 
non-Christian religions are concerned, religious toleration 
‘does not imply that Christians should deny their coavictions 
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about Christ and his church, or abandon proclamation, 
evangelism or conversion’. The Christians retain their right . 
to believe other ‘religions false and inadequate’ and to ‘attempt 
to win (adherents) to faith in Jesus Christ? 3 | 

Dr. Barrett’s understanding of religious liberty is thor- . 
oughly Christio-centric. Therefore to him a country is not 
libertarian just because it gives liberty to all religions. Such 
a country ranks only as fifth in the order of liberty. On the 
Other hand, a country where the ‘state propagates Christianity’ 
is at the very top; the second rank goes to countries where 
there are ‘massive state subsidies to churches’. There are 74 
such countries where the state provides massive or limited 
subsidies. No wonder, with this kind of definition, countries 
like Venezuela, Guam, Gibraltar, Greece, Guatemala, Paraguay, 
Peru, Portugal, Philippines, etc._no examples of political or 
religious liberty — stand at the top. 

Hindus and Buddhists are found in significant numbers in 
84 countries each, but their numbers are dwindling in most 
countries. Theloss is greatest in their homelands. Between 
1970-80. Hindus and Jains together lost in India 324,500 
members ; this loss was offset to some extent by some gains in 
North America, Europe and toa degree in Latin America. 
Thanks to the Communist takeover of China, Buddhists have 
registered a massive global loss of 910,000 a year. 

Different tribal religions too have been losing pheno- 
menally — 2,200,000 annually. Followers of Taoism, a great 
philosophy with many points of affinity with higher Hindnism 
and Buddhism, have been doing so badly that they do not 
even merit a separate mention. . 

Confucianism too is a declining phenomenon, according 
to Dr. Barrett’s survey. 
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Appendix iI 


THE VATICAN AND NUN-RUNNING | 


(Extracts from ‘Vatican Papers’ edited by Nino Lo 
Bellow which haye particular connection with Kerala) 


Another international Vatican- scandal that should have 
been reported involves the traffic of nuns between India and 
Europe. It is no startling news that there is a shortage of 
nuns today, a fact that the Vatican is having to face. When 
a confidential report was made to the Vatican that many of 
Germany’s 7,000 convents and holy orders had been buying 
poverty-stricken girls from Kerala, a southern state in India, 
Curia officials preferred to ignore it. That was in 1966; yet th 
practice is still quietly going on, with Vatican officers turning 
blind eye- despite the disapproval of a number of priests. 

When the report, which carried a reference number o 
Jr-Nr G 24 505/64 and signature by Cardinal Julius Doepfner o 
Munich, was sent to the Pope in 1966, the nun-running traffi 
had already been going on for six years. Most of the girls 
going to Germany to work at menial jobs, mostly as domestic 
in convents, were taking their religious vows in India or afte 
they arrived in Germany... The money [including air fare t 
Frankfurt] was paid to an Indian priest, Father. Cyriac 
Puthenpura, who sent the girls to his counterpart in Germany 
Father Hubert Debatin. 

With its large Roman Catholic population, the State o 
Kerala is one of India’s poorest with very low employment 
and young girls there can expect a_ bleak future. Fathe 
Puthenpura had little difficulty, therefore, in recruiting youn 
girls for nunneries abroad. Most of them have come fron 
two Kerala dioceses, Tiruvalla and Trivandrum. Many of th 
girls who were received by Father Debatin were then sen 


to such areas as the industrial Ruhr, the Black Forest an 
Cologne. 


A goodly number of the recruits were put to work in 
Catholic hospitals as domestics or as trainee nurses. 

Two German Jesuit priests got wind of what was going 
on- Father Ludwig Wiedenmann and Father Joseph Ott — and 
they undertook an investigation for Cardinal Doepfner. Father 
Wiedenmann made a trip to India and learned from a govern- 
ment official there, a passport officer, that hundreds of pass- 
ports had been issued to young Keralese girls going to 
Germany under religious patronage. When the passport 
Official communicated his concern to Delhi over the inordi- 
nately large number of passports being issued, nothing came of 
it. And when Father Wiedenmann brought the matter to the 
attention of the German’ Embassy in India, he was told to 
mind his own business. A report was then made to Bonn, in 
February 1965, on the flow of nuns from (India to West 
Germany, recommending that support be * to ‘a carefully 
thought-out and executed action’. 

The Vatican’s rationalization for the traffic of Indian nuns 
is, basically, that sending young girls away from their homes to 
do menial work in a foreign country is the duty of under- 
developed countries to repay Western aid. It is also claimed 
that the Church provides pastoral help for the girls who are 
confused or have uncertain religious leanings. In addition, 
the Vatican holds to the view, not yet made public, that the 
idea of sending Keralese recruits to Germany and also to Italy 
(where more than a thousand are now working in nunneries) 
is not bad in itself—particularly since the girls do 8 ‘to 12 
months of preparatory training in Father Puthenpura’s Secular 
Institute in Ettumanoor before going to Europe. At the end of 
1981 the Vatican still showed no inclination to stem the flow of 
womanpower, no doubt because it needs to keep the outdated 
monastic structure functioning and these women provide a 
good source of cheap labour. , 
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Appendix [il 


THE JESUIT PLEDGE 


There are in our country today a large number of institu-— 
tions and organisations run by the Jesuit Order, whose members 
have been for the last 400 years undertaking to faithfully carry 
out the following pledge : 

“‘T shall and will defend this doctrine and His Holiness’ 
rights and customs against all usurpers, of the heretical or 
Protestant authority, especially Lutheran Church of Germany, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and pretended authority 
of the Church of England and Scotland branches established in 
Ireland and on the continent of America and elsewhere. I do 
now renounce and disown any allegiance as due to any hereti- 
cal king, prince or state, named protestant or liberals or obedi- 
ence to any of their laws, magistrates or officers. 

I do further promise that I will have no opinion or will of 
my Own or any mental reservations, but unhesitatingly obey 
each and every command that J may receive from my superiors 
in the militia of the Pope and Jesus Christ. 


I will go to any part of the world. I do further promise 
and declare that I will, when opportunity presents, make and 


wage relentless war, secretly or openly, against all heretics, 

Protestants and Liberals. As I am directed to exterminate 

them from the face of the earth, I will spare neither sex, age 
nor condition, and that I will hang, waste, boil, strangle and 

burn alive these infamous heretics, rip up the stomachs and 

wombs of their women and crush their infants’ head against | 
the wall to annihilate for ever their race. 

When the same cannot be done openly, I will secretly use 
the poison cup, strangulation cord, or the leaden bullet, 
regardless of the honour, rank, dignity or authority of the 
person or persons, as I at any time may be directed so to do, 
by any agent of the Pope or Superior of the Society of Jesus.”’ 


( mesiepements am” coon mememaeeeed 


“While there has been no conscious effort to purge 
the Indian Church of the taint of untouchability that 
exists within its own doors, the untouchability that 
exists in Hinduism has been exploited to the extent of 
attempted mass and wholesale conversions to so-called 
Christianity of the Depressed Classes. 


— Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, 
a Christian disciple of Gandhiji 


‘“‘The social work is the bait, but it is salvation that is 
the hook that lands the fish.’’ 


— General Booth of the Salvation Army 


“Tf all India stands up and takes all the mud that is 
at the bottom of the Indian Ocean and throws it up 
against the Western countries, it will not be doing an 
infinitesimal part of that which you are doing to 1 Pid 


— Swami Vivekananda 


“There is no fundamental right (guaranteed in our 
Constitution) to conyert another person to one’s own 


religion,”’ 
— Ex-Chief Justice Sri A.N. Ray 


“Foreign spies are always there under the guise of 
missionaries in North-Eastern States.’’ 
— Joseph Idamaruku 


“Most assuredly no man accepting sucha (Catholic) 
code could be a loyal subject, or fit for the enjoyment 


of political privileges.” 
ye t — Lord Acton 


“11 is not totally baseless if Hindu leaders fear that 
‘Indianisation of Christianity’ is meant to bring about 
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‘Christianisation of India’. 
~ Nitya Chaitanya Guru 


“The World Council of Churches seems to care more 
for the success of revolutionary movements in the 
Third World, all the while remaining blind and deaf 
to the prosecution of religion where this is carried 
through most consistently - in the USSR.” 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn 


“India is a land of Sannyasins, men who renounced all 
their worldly possessions in the quest of the Eternal 
Truth. ... it is indeed doubtful whether a discerning 
Indian eye would attribute spirituality to a Pope 
coming in a bullet-proof car cordoned off from the 
faithful by an army of security guards.”’ 

— Joseph Pulikunnil, a noted Catholic Scholar 


“Catholic Church is the ‘Time Bomb’ which had been 
waiting for blowing up Hinduism.”’ 
—a Roman Catholic Missionary 
“If I had power and could legislate, I should 
certainly stop all proselytising.’’ 
— Gandhiji 
“Bharat, a land of division, despair and death, is in 
dire need of the message of Jesus Christ, the only 


saviour of mankind.’’ 
~— Dayspring International, 
an American evangelical organisation, on TV 


“The extra-religious and extra-territorial aspects o if 
missionary work lead to political subversion.” 
~— Neogy Commission 


‘The Western military has four wings : the army, the 
navy, the air force, and the church. 
— Joseph Cornelius Kumarappa, a noted Gandhian 


‘‘Formulate a theological inter pretation for the use o ¥ 
power in yarious forms, of dissent and resistance to 
power in the forms of riot, revolt, rebellion and 


reyolution.”’ 

- World Council of Churches (WCC) 
‘Another international Vatican scandal that should 
haye been reported involves the traffic of nuns between 
India and Euro pe.’’ 

-~ Vatican Papers: Ed. Nino Lo Bello 
‘When the Europeans came, they had the Bible and we 
had the land. They said that this is the book of God 
and asked us to meditate. When we o pened our eyes 
they had the land and we had the Bible.”’ 


- Jomo Kenyatta (African Leader) 


